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June, 2017 
 
 
Dear Parent or Guardian: 
 
 Summer is here and school is out, but our children must continue to read and 
write.  The summer months provide the perfect opportunity to extend and enrich your 
child’s reading experiences.  Penn-Delco’s Summer Reading Program will enable your 
child to maintain and strengthen these all-important skills. 
 
 Students completing grade three must read AT LEAST four books during the 
summer.  Two of the books should be nonfiction selections.  They should record the 
titles and authors on the reading log.  Students will answer 1 open-ended question for 
one fiction and one non-fiction book.  Attached is an example/explanation on how to 
include evidence into your response. The response may be written on the paper 
provided in this packet or typed. If they choose a book on the Reading Counts list, the 
school library will be open each week for an opportunity to take the quiz.  A letter was 
sent home from your school listing the day and times.  You can also check the district 
website. The summer reading log is due by September 5th.  
 
 Your school library and the local public library are excellent sources of books for 
summer reading.  Ask the librarian for assistance in finding books at your child’s reading 
level. 
 
 Please make the summer a learning experience by encouraging your child to 
read and write during the summer. 
 
 
        Sincerely, 
        Fourth Grade Teachers 
 



How do I write an open-ended response? 
 

Students should follow the R.A.C.E. format for completing an open-ended response. 
 

R = restated the question/prompt (turn question/prompt into an answer) 
A = answer all parts of the question/prompt (how you would answer verbally) 

C = cite (find evidence in the story and explain what it means) 
E = extend (how does this connect to my life? Text-text, text-self, text-world with an 

explanation of how it connects) 
 

Open-ended responses should be at least five sentences. Below is a sample paragraph 
in the correct format/all the parts. Use this sample paragraph to help you complete 
yours. 
 

SAMPLE PARAGRAPH 
 
 The purpose of the library is to allow people to read books without buying them. 
Visitors to the library can also participate in a variety of activities. The flyer shows that 
visitors can take computer classes or listen to stories being read. The library may also 
be attempting to encourage children to read by borrowing books. On page 2, it states 
that books may only be borrowed for a specific amount of time. Because you don’t have 
to pay for the books, people can read a book without spending money. This reminds me 
of my library in my town. I go to the library once a week to take out books that my 
friends or teacher recommends for me to read. Libraries can be wonderful places to 
read. 
 
 
 
Remember when you cite examples, you should put a sentence or two that the book 
says in quotation marks and include the page number where you found it. A cited 
example should be used to prove that your answer is correct. For example, if you say 
that the theme of the book is “friendship” you should show a sentence or two from the 
book that is an example of friendship. If you say that a character’s personality is kind, 
your cited example should show that character being kind. 
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Fiction      
 *Title ____________________________________________________ 

 Author ______________________________________________ 

*Title _____________________________________________________ 

 Author ______________________________________________                  

Nonfiction      
 *Title ____________________________________________________ 

 Author ______________________________________________ 

*Title _____________________________________________________ 
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Fiction Open-Ended Questions 
Choose ONE question below to construct a response. All responses should be 5-6 
sentences in length.  
1.  Discuss the setting of this story in detail and provide three cited examples to support 
your answer. 
 
2.  Describe the main character of the book and discuss his/her personality. Provide one 
cited example for the character to support your description of their personality. 
 
3. Analyze the theme of the book. Provide one cited example to support your answer.  
(A theme is a message found in a text that you can apply to your own life. The theme of 
The Three Little Pigs is that hard work and patience pays off in the end.) 
 
Fiction Question # ___________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Non-fiction Open-Ended Questions 
 
Choose ONE question below to construct a response. All responses should be 5-6 
sentences in length.  
 

1. Write what you learned about this topic. 
2.  Do you think other people should read this text? Why or why not?  

3.  How can you use the information that you have learned from the text? 
 
Non-fiction Question # ___________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 


